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For mitigation
• Alignment of the activities with host country 

priorities, including its nationally determined 
contribution (NDC) 

• A methodological approach for the quantification of 
the mitigation results of the activity should be 
selected and used

• Quantification of mitigation impact should use 
consistent assumptions (e.g. emission factors) to 
those made in national GHG reporting

• Proposals should describe the establishment of a 
measurement, reporting, and verification system

GCF_B.33/12 established high-level principles for demonstrating the impact 
potential of GCF-supported activities

• Identification: Adaptation proposals should show how 
the activity addresses current or future projected 
climate change risk or impact

• Response: Proposals should explain how the activity will 
lessen the risk

• Alignment: Proposals should confirm alignment of the 
proposed activity with the host country’s national plans 
and climate strategies (including NAPs, NAPAs, or long-
term climate strategies)

• Monitoring and evaluation: Projects with a well-designed 
theory of change are more likely to result in successful 
outcomes

The Secretariat will provide capacity-building support (including via RPSP and PPF) to accredited entities, especially direct access 
entities, to enhance the demonstration of climate impact potential. With a wider expert community, the Secretariat will develop online 
practical guidance, open-source information platforms, tools and further training materials

For adaptation

Fund-level guidance for demonstrating impact potential



Climate change basis (or context)
• Proposals have to describe how they meet the principles of B.33/12!
• That description/explanation is the overarching idea behind the 

proposal. It is inherent; not a ‘bolt on’. Climate change basis, or 
context, of the idea is a more accurate term than the obsolete 
‘climate rationale’

• For mitigation, this is simply about showing that a projected level of 
GHG emissions reductions (or removals) will occur

• For adaptation it is about explaining the links between climate 
hazard, risks/impacts, and the proposed activities:

• Does the climate hazard lead to the risk/impact, or is it likely to in future?
• Is it likely that the proposed activities address and reduce the risk/impact?



What is the “best available data”
• Board decision B.33/12 recognized the significant variation in 

information and data availability across countries and contexts;

• “…demonstrating the impact potential of GCF-supported activities 
should make use of the best available information and data, including 
from the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, and from 
traditional, local and indigenous knowledge and practices, while 
being flexible and taking into account the context of the proposal, the 
different capabilities of accredited entities, and country and regional 
circumstances.”



• For adaptation, defining the climate hazard, exposure, and vulnerability involves gathering 
and synthesizing a diverse range of information which will be unique for each proposal
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Temperature/heat 
extremes 

Sea level/coastal 
flooding 

Water 
management 

Distillation: The process of synthesizing information about climate change from multiple lines of 
evidence obtained from a variety of sources, taking into account user context and values. It leads to an 
increase in the usability, usefulness, and relevance of climate information, and enhances stakeholder 
trust (IPCC, AR6, TS)



• Demographics
• Human development
• Income
• Employment
• Housing type
• Gender
• Economic variables

Many such analyses already exist, for 
many countries and sectors.
 Ensuring ease of access to existing  
analyses will help proposal developers

Combining climate with non-climate information to 
understand risk



Many tools are available (but sometimes confusing)



9 Wiki-style webpages: climate information gateway



Wiki-style webpages: climate information gateway
It will: 
simplify locating climate information for the purposes of national planning, climate 
vulnerability analysis or proposal development for climate finance
expand and evolve in response to feedback from all users
give opportunity to comment on and debate the usage of information sources
initially have a focus on and provide guidance specific to those seeking GCF 
funding (e.g. how to best construct GCF proposals) 
It will not:
reinvent any wheels; generate any new information; it is just a ‘map’ aid to finding 
what is already there; be prescriptive 
write a plan or a proposal for you; skill and practice in using information cannot be 
bottled…..but the gateway can help



Combining information for decision making 



Climate impact advisory team
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